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Prelude

Praise Song God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen/We Three Kings

Advent Reading

READER ONE:
Matthew 3:1-12
In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea 2 and saying,
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3 This is he who was spoken of
through the prophet Isaiah:
“A voice of one calling in the wilderness,
‘Prepare the way for the Lord,
    make straight paths for him.’”
 John’s clothes were made of camel’s hair, and he had a leather belt around his waist. His
food was locusts and wild honey.  People went out to him from Jerusalem and all Judea
and the whole region of the Jordan.  Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in
the Jordan River.
 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to where he was
baptizing, he said to them: “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the
coming wrath? Produce fruit in keeping with repentance.  And do not think you can say
to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ I tell you that out of these stones God
can raise up children for Abraham.  The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every
tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.
 “I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me comes one who is more powerful
than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit and fire.  His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor,
gathering his wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”

READER TWO:
Let us hear the words of the prophet Isaiah, “They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy
mountain, for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the
sea. On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall
inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious” (Isaiah 11:9-10 NRSV).

READER ONE:

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=2#gospel_reading


We are the followers of that root of Jesse Isaiah spoke of. We are the ones who are now
called to stand as a signal to the world, to all of creation, that peace is the will of the one
who created us. Peace is the knowledge of the Lord that we proclaim from sea to shining
sea.

READER TWO:
“In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea proclaiming.

“Repent for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” And “bear fruit worthy of
repentance” (Matthew 3:1,2, 8 NRSV).

READER ONE:
We light these candles, the candle of hope and the candle of proclaimed peace, in part to
remind ourselves that we are a people rising toward God’s promise. But we also light
them as a sign to the world, an announcement there are some who hold on to hope and
there are some who work the ways of peace. We stand as a sign that Emmanuel is still
our fervent prayer.
Light two candles of the Advent wreath: HOPE AND PEACE

Please join us in singing the first two stanzas of our Advent Hymn, “O, Come, O, Come
Emmanuel”.

Carol O Come, O Come, Emmanuel #211 vs. 1 & 2

Passing the Peace
LEADER: Peace be with you!

ALL:  And also with you!

LEADER: And now let us share the peace of Christ with one another!

Children’s Time

Scripture Reading Luke 15:5-25
And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders and goes home. Then he calls
his friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost
sheep.’ I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one
sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent.
“Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. Doesn’t she light a lamp,
sweep the house and search carefully until she finds it? And when she finds it, she calls
her friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost
coin.’ In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God
over one sinner who repents.”
Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. The younger one said to his
father, ‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So he divided his property between
them.
“Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country
and there squandered his wealth in wild living. After he had spent everything, there was



a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need. So he went and hired
himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. He longed
to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything.
“When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have
food to spare, and here I am starving to death! I will set out and go back to my father and
say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy
to be called your son; make me like one of your hired servants.’ So he got up and went
to his father.
“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with
compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.
“The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no
longer worthy to be called your son.’
“But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a
ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a
feast and celebrate. For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is
found.’ So they began to celebrate.
“Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard
music and dancing.

Choral Anthem The King is Coming

Witness to the Word

Communion

Communion Special Sleeping Evergreen Michelle Powers & Katie Cardoza

Offering Prayer & Doxology Praise God… #95

Stephen Ministry Commissioning Mike & Judy Collie and Linda Getschman

Praises and Prayers

Pastoral Prayer/Lord’s Prayer

Action Steps

Closing Hymn Come Thou Long Expected Jesus #196

Blessing

Postlude


